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ODACS Approaching 
The students feel the stress of ODACS 

by Jenny, senior 

W hen asked what is the first thing that comes to 

their head when they hear the word ODACS, 

eight out of ten people responded with ñStress!ò 

Cameron, senior, even added, ñI think [ODACS] is 

the dictionary.com definition for stress.ò 

ñI would define ODACS as a fun and friendly com-

petition with other Christian schools and ï stress!ò said 

Camille, sophomore, with a smile. 

ODACS is just around the corner, and FBTA is al-

ready experiencing the craziness of all the extra prac-

tices. 

ñThe practices get even more intense when the date 

gets closer and closer,ò said Abbe, senior. 

If it were not for all the teachers and volunteers that 

help out when ODACS rolls around, FBTA would not 

win as many 1st place ribbons. Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Duerk-

sen, Miss Dyck, Mrs. Hardy, Bro. Barr, Mr. Thal, Mrs. 

Schimkus, and especially Mrs. Darby are helping the 

students with art, speeches, and Bible categories. 

Hopefully, all the work pays off and FBTA can win 

first place at Regionals for the second year in a row. 

These last days need to be filled with prayers and 

preparation. 

Just as Nate, junior, put it, the FBTA students need 

to participate in all the preparation for each specific 

category. Everyone needs to put all his effort into what 

he is doing to support his school (in winning ODACS!) 

and to bring all the glory to God. 

Of course, students will be nervous the day of 

ODACS, but stress does not have to consume these last 

couple weeks. God will bless FBTA if each student 

does his part. 

Egypt: the catastrophe caused by  
a collapse in government 
The crisis in Egypt has many impacts worldwide 

by Robert, senior 

T here is not a chance. For those of you who watch the 

news, it is impossible to avoid hearing and seeing news 

coverage on the pandemonium unfolding in the historic 

country of Egypt. 

In case you have not heard (which if by now you havenôt, 

you should be ashamed), Egypt has been going through a 

revolution which began Jan. 25 and lasted for about 18 days. 

The prime reason for this uprising was economical and social 

conditions, and former president Hosni Mubarak was blamed 

for these predicaments. 

This crisis caused the stock market to worsen because the 

oil reserves in Egypt and the surrounding regions were a 

point of conflict. At one point, California was paying around 

$3.80 per gallon of gas. The Suez Canal may also be shut 

down, and that would cause gas prices to skyrocket. 

The Egyptian unemployment rate is 9.4 percent, which is 

not incredibly high when compared to Americaôs, which is 

around 9 percent. However, 87.2 percent of Egyptians from 

the ages of 15-29 are unemployed ï a staggering statistic 

(mises.org). This is especially problematic, as the median age 

is only 24. 

ñAs Christians, our lives are dependent on God, not gov-

ernment. In Egypt, they may find out in a real way their 

change in government may lead to a change in their liveli-

hood and possibly the taking of their lives,ò said Mr. 

Fender. 

ñSocial justice, availability of jobs, and true democracy 

are some of the solutions for Egyptôs crisis,ò said my father. 

ñGetting rid of corruption in the government is also essen-

tial for the restoration of Egyptôs political and social sys-

tem.ò 

Many students here at FBTA, including myself, have 

family living there. It is a very concerning situation, as 

many robberies are occurring due to the lack of police there. 

On Feb. 11, Mubarak finally stepped down as president. 

The military is currently in control until elections in the fall. 

ñIôm happy the protests are over, but Iôm afraid for 

Egyptôs future,ò said David, junior. 

ñIôm happy. Itôs about time he left after 30 years! But 

Iôm anxious as to who is going to come in next, especially 

for the Christianôs sake,ò said Sarah, senior. 

The physiology class learned 
how to fix a broken heart 

Iôm really happy for the people in Egypt, and I wish I could 

be there to experience whatôs going on. Even though a lot of 

people are worried about whatôs going to happen next, I know 

God is in control, and He will work things out,ò said Jennifer, 

sophomore. 

There is a possibility that the Muslim brotherhood will take 

control. For Israel, that would be very dangerous, as there 

would be the possibility of an Egyptian attack. They make up 

about 15 percent of the population. However, they are a threat, 

as they are an organized group. 

ñI hope this revolution will not be hijacked by Jack, Tom, 

and Jerry ï aka the Muslim Brotherhood,ò said Michael Girgis. 

My cousin, who is currently living in Cairo, said the follow-

ing: ñaskor rabna eldania 3and betna koaesa el7amdela bs el-

bald m7taga sala kter yarat ta3mlo agtma3at sala lamasr,ò said 

my cousin. 

That basically means,ò I thank God that the area around my 

home is good, thank God. But the country needs a lot of 

prayers. We would love your prayers and please conduct prayer 

services for Egypt.ò 

Although the situation in Egypt seems somewhat chaotic 

now, we must remember God is in control, and that He has a 

purpose and a plan even in a crisis like this.  

Ta7 ya Masr! Live Egypt! 

by Jackie, senior 

T he physiology class went to observe an open heart 

surgery on Wed., Mar. 2. Doctor Bassali arranged 

for the class to go to INOVA Fairfax Hospital to view 

the surgery. 

Once the class arrived at the hospital, they were 

taught about the problems with the personôs heart, the 

heartôs anatomy, and the actual surgery. A nurse taught 

the class a very informative lesson and answered any 

questions that the class had. 

After the patient was prepped, the class entered the 

dome where they could actually view the patient who 

was below them. The students could also see a camera 

that had a clear view of the insertion site. 

The class had mixed reviews on 

the procedure. ñIt was disgusting, but 

it was informative,ò commented 

Abbe. 

ñThe excruciating details that the 

nurse explained to us seemed impossi-

ble to learn,ò remarked Robert. The 

numerous details that the nurses and 

doctors had to learn was truly over-

welming. 

ñIt was a pleasant day with the 

physiology class. They were a joy to 

be with,ò praised Mr. Niggl.  

The physiology class had a won-

derful time and learned a great deal 

about the surgical process. 

 

Hannah, Jenneth and Madison  
work on their ODACS Art projects with Mrs. Lewis. 
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Crack open the books: 
ODACS academic testing challenges students  
to go above and beyond in their studies 

ODACS is no  
discriminator of persons 
If you can walk and talk, you can compete in ODACS 

Quizzing to prepare  
for quizzing 
Pre-ODACS Bible Jump Quiz preparation 
by Bethany, sophomore 

T he Bible Jump Quiz teams have al-

ready been working hard memorizing 

the books of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippi-

ans, and Colossians in preparation for the 

upcoming ODACS competition. 

ñMemorizing Scripture for Bible Jump 

Quiz is something that will last a lifetime 

not just for competition, but answering 

questions and winning quizzes is a great 

immediate benefit,ò said Mrs. Schimkus, 

coach of the senior high team. 

The elementary, junior high, and senior 

high teams all participated in a tournament 

at Heritage Christian School on Jan. 29, 

2011. 

ñThe tournament helped us see what we 

need to work on to get ready for ODACS,ò 

said Hannah, junior and senior high quiz 

team member. 

ñCompeting in the tournament before 

ODACS unified our team, and helped pre-

pare us for the upcoming ODACS competi-

tion,ò said Cameron, senior and captain of 

the senior high quiz team. 

Each team remembered what they had 

been studying and did well at the tourna-

ment.  The elementary team and the junior 

high team did not place at the tournament, 

but they still quizzed well. 

The senior high team placed second in 

the tournament. 

Based on the results of the tournament, 

the teams know that they need to continue 

studying, memorizing chapters, and practic-

ing hard for the quickly approaching 

ODACS quizzing. 

by Bezawit, freshman 

A s ODACS looms on the horizon, stu-

dents are beginning to experience 

nervous breakdowns and other stress-related 

illnesses as they try to prepare for competi-

tion, as well as keep up with their school-

work. 

Those in academic testing are especially 

overwhelmed because, ñit is like studying 

for a huge exam and only having a basic 

idea of whatôs going to be on it,ò according 

to Collin, sophomore, who is doing Old 

Testament testing for Level 3. 

ñItôs really hard [to keep up with every-

thing] because there is so much going on,ò 

said Sarah, freshman, who is doing math 

testing for Level 2. 

ñI have to study books from higher 

grades about stuff I havenôt 

even learned yet,ò said Elisha, 

freshman, who is doing sci-

ence testing for Level 2. 

But success in academic 

testing is not impossible to 

achieve if a student maintains 

these two attitudes: 

A love for the subject. Ac-

cording to Robert, senior, who 

is doing chemistry testing for 

Level 3, ñIt [testing] can be 

strenuous, but I love it 

[chemistry], so itôs fun.ò 

ñWork ahead in your current textbook 

and make sure to take time to review what 

youôve already learned,ò advises Mrs. 

Pigott, who coaches government and politi-

cal science in Level 3, as well as Level 2 

math testing. 

Grace, who is doing science testing for 

Level 1, has benefited from this technique. 

ñItôs not too hard because I learned most of 

it [the information] in class,ò she said. 

A desire to serve the Lord. ñAnd whatso-

ever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 

not unto men.ò (Colossians 3:23) The reali-

zation that, first and foremost, God should 

be honored in winning, and losing should 

spur students to do their best for Him. 

by Catherine, junior 

N obody enjoys being known as a begin-

ner, a greenhorn, a nubcake. Itôs in-

timidating being at the bottom of the food 

chain, especially when the food chain hap-

pens to be competitive in nature. One can 

only imagine then what it must be like enter-

ing into ODACS still toting the title of nov-

ice. 

Everyone whoôs ever competed in 

ODACS has started here, thrust into his 

respective category (usually thanks to the 

always gracious Mrs. Darby) with a couple 

pointers from his coach and a stomach full 

of butterflies. Itôs terrifying entering into a 

competition knowing little to nothing about 

your opponents and, in some cases, the very 

category in which youôre entering. 

ñIôm a little scared about it actually ð a 

little nervous. Iôve never done anything like 

this before,ò said Nikoli, sophomore and 

level three calligraphy contestant. 

ñIôm feeling confident,ò said Sarah, sen-

ior, first-time choric member and home eco-

nomics tester, ñIôve done ODACS before, so 

I know what Iôm doing.ò 

Even those who are veterans of their 

category remember the beginning years. 

ñI wasnôt scared, thatôs for sure. But I 

wasnôt confident either,ò said Nate, junior 

and permanent fixture in the art department. 

Now with less than one short months 

between us and ODACS, all of us newcom-

ers have some words of advice to those who 

may be waiting quietly on the side-lines 

thinking, ñI could never go into ODACS!ò 

ñDonôt cram [for testing]ðstudy over 

time. Donôt leave it till two weeks before 

ODACS,ò said Sarah. 

ñSpend a lot of practice doing whatever 

it is, and the summer before ODACS do it a 

lot,ò said Nikoli. 

ñWork hard, donôt quit, and do your best, 

and maybe youôll get first place in the na-

tion!ò said Nate. 

ñPreparation is a biggy,ò said Mrs. 

Darby, ñThe Lord will get you through it. 

Youôre responsible for knowing all the rules 

ð if you donôt know them, go to your coach 

and if you donôt have a coach, then come to 

me. On the day of competition, youôre 

ready. If youôve done your best, then have 

fun.ò 

My own word of advice would be, donôt 

expect to get it all at first. Take time to get 

acquainted with your ground and take it one 

step at a time. But go for 

the gold! Push yourself ð

never settle for less than 

your best. 

       With much prayer, 

trust in our Lord whose 

ñfaithfulness reacheth unto 

the clouds,ò and plenty of 

patient coaching from our 

coaches, I sincerely hope 

we can all do just that. 

Take it all the way to Na-

tionals! 

 

Reagan, freshman, brushes up on his Span-
ish grammar for his Level II Spanish test-

ing, while Elisha , freshman, studies the 

10th grade Biology textbook in preparation 
for his Level II science testing. 

New Family Spotlight: 
The Walls 
by Nate, junior 

T he newest addition to the FBTA family is the Wall family who left Lancas-

ter, CA, and arrived here on the first week of February. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wall will be teaching all the music groups from grades 4-12. 

Mr. Wall is teaching primarily with the senior high choir, choral group, and pa-

triot singers, and also with the junior high choirs, while his wife, Mrs. Wall, is 

teaching both orchestras and the elementary choir. 

ñI absolutely love teaching. It is so rewarding seeing students use their talents 

and abilities for the Lord,ò said Mrs. Wall. 

Of the five children in the Wall family, three of them are here with their par-

ents. 

ñI really like how everyone has welcomed us!ò their daughter said. 

Their oldest son likes the school ñbecause the people are cool and friendly.ò 

The Walls are excited to be here and have very quickly become a part of our 

FBTA Family. 

photo by Catherine McCrary, junior Nikoli Lewis practicing his calligraphy. 

photo by Bezawit , freshman 
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Fairfax fights to the finale 
Fairfax ladies finish their season with a bang 

Memories  
that will never be forgotten! 
The varsity guysô basketball season was filled with many exciting memories 
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by Angelika, junior 

F airfax Baptist Temple varsity guysô basketball 2010-2011 regular season has come to an end.  The guys 

were able to play basketball, while also learning valu-

able life lessons during the season, like hard work. 

During the basketball season, the guys were able to 

have a lot of enjoyable times and make many memories 

during the overnight trips to North Carolina and other 

locations. 

ñOne of the best memories I had this season was to 

be able to get to know the coaches and ride down with 

them to Gill Grove,ò said David, junior. 

ñOne of the most exciting games this season was the 

first game against Heritage. We played well and the 

score was close throughout the whole game. The best 

part about it was that we won in the last eight seconds of 

the game,ò said David, captain. 

ñI hope that they will apply the principles 

(teamwork, commitment, and trust) they learned while 

playing basketball throughout life,ò said Coach Wilson, in 

response to what he wants the guys to take away from the 

season. 

This basketball season has had a lot of ups and downs, 

but in the end, the boys had a lot for which they were 

thankful. 

ñI am thankful for the year we had and for the guys that 

gave me a great final year.  I would not want to be on any 

other team.  I am also thankful for the coaches and every-

thing they taught me, and all the great years of basketball I 

have had at Fairfax Baptist Temple,ò said Taylor, captain. 

The team made it into the ODACS State Tournament 

held at Faith Christian School.  Although they lost the first 

game against Leesburg, the guys played strong the next 

day and defeated Evangel.  That victory allowed the guys 

to bring home the third-place trophy! 

by David, junior 

I tôs finally here! The basketball tournaments had arrived, and the Fairfax ladiesô basketball team 

had never looked better. 

ñWe came into this season expecting to put a 

banner up, and now we have the opportunity to get 

it,ò said Angelika, junior. 

ñItôs amazing to think that all the work we put 

into this season is going to be tested in the next few 

games,ò said Hannah, captain. 

ñIf we play like a team, we should win,ò said a 

confident Coach Fender. 

The girls ended the season beating Heritage 57-

37 after a starter at Heritage tore her ACL.  

The team then lost a close game against the 

undefeated Faith girls 53-40, but they triumphed in 

their last regular season game. 

The girls entered the State tournament with 

high hopes as the second seed team. After 

winning a tough game against Leesburg, the 

girls moved to the final round of the tourna-

ment, where they would face the only unde-

feated team in ODACS é Faith.  

ñWe were scared, but confident when we 

realized we were going to play Faith in the 

finals,ò said Hannah, captain.  

The girls team played to their fullest abili-

ties, but they came up short in an aggressive 

game against Faith., losing by 17 points, and 

ended with  second place in the tournament. 

Kim and Bethany were selected as a part of 

the all tournament team. 

ñAlthough we got second, Iôll never forget 

the memories we made together as a team,ò 

said Kim, junior. 

Coffeholics vs. Tea sippers 
Two beverages compete to see which of the two is better 

by Cameron, senior 

A s long as humanity has existed, contro-

versy and rivalries have been around, 

Auburn vs. Alabama; soccer vs. football; 

and milk chocolate vs. white chocolate just 

to name a few. One of the most heated and 

controversial of these rivalries is that of cof-

fee vs. tea. 

ñCoffee, Starbucks coffee, because it 

helps me stay awake and gives me energy,ò 

said Abigail, senior. 

ñTea. It is British! Well, I actually donôt 

like either, but I prefer tea,ò said Caleb, sen-

ior. 

Never before in all time has there been 

such ñconcisionò in the FBTA student body. 

Coffee-guzzlers resist the tea-sippersô class 

and combat it with vast amounts of . . . caf-

feine? 

ñCoffee, it keeps me going!ò said 

Brianna, junior. 

ñCoffee, it makes you hyper and it is a 

lot of fun when you are hyper,ò said Annie, 

7th grade. 

For the tea drinkers out there do not be 

worried, tea is avidly supported just as 

much. 

ñI prefer tea more because I feel more 

relaxed when I drink tea. Tea is the ideal 

drink to sit in front of a fire and read a 

book,ò said Christa, junior. 

ñTea, my mom makes the best tea in the 

world,ò said Nathaniel, junior. 

ñArizona iced tea, raspberry flavored of 

course. [I like it because] it is only ninety-

nine cents from 7-11 or any other gas sta-

tion, and they are really big!ò said Shayne, 

junior. 

Tea also brings health benefits, which 

puts David, junior, in quite the predicament 

on which to choose. 

ñBoth. They have different advantages, 

tea is more healthy, but I like coffee because 

when you have homework it has a lot of 

caffeine to keep you up,ò he said. 

Not everybody had that much difficulty 

choosing his preference. 

ñNeither. I like Diet Coke. I am not a hot 

drinker,ò said Mrs. Layden. 

The Niggls both concur in their reason-

ing for choosing coffee over tea. 

ñCoffee because you can put fou-fou 

flavors in it, but you canôt do that for tea,ò 

said Mrs. Niggl. 

ñCoffee, ummm . . . because you can 

mix different flavors -- like chocolate ï but 

tea and chocolate donôt go well together,ò 

said Mr. Niggl. 

Timmy, 8th grade, relates his preference 

in a very ñTimmyesqueò kind of way. 

ñBoth! I like tea because it is sweet and I 

like putting a lot of sugar in coffee. I prefer 

ñtoffeeò though!ò he said, with a smile and a 

laugh. 

For those of you who do not know what 

ñtoffeeò is, it is Timmyôs own mixture of 

coffee and tea. Gross? Perhaps. 

Tea and coffee will always be competing 

for the title of most popular drink at FBTA, 

but with the eclectic mix of peopleôs taste 

buds, it is impossible to choose the superior 

hot drink. 
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